
 

HOW DO PEER PARTNERS  
SUPPORT THEIR CLASSMATE? 

Example Academic Supports 
 

• Sitting next to the student during class 
• Sharing notes 
• Highlighting important information 
• Brainstorming answers to questions together 
• Inviting the student to join a group 
• Making sure the student has a clear role in an activity 
• Asking how the students is doing with an assignment 
• Asking clarifying questions 
• Helping organize assignments and materials 
• Reminding the student about classroom routines 
• Helping the student check the accuracy of assignments 
• Paraphrasing lectures or rephrasing key ideas 
• Helping the student self-manage his or her learning 
• Offering additional examples of concepts or ideas  
• Demonstrating how to complete a particular problem 
• Highlighting important information on a worksheet 
• Encouraging the student during difficult assignments 
• Redirecting the student when he or she is off task 
• Sharing class materials 
• Reading aloud a section of an assignment or text 
• Explaining how to do certain aspects of an assignment 

Source: Carter, Moss, Asmus, Fesperman, Cooney, Brock, Lyons, Huber, & Vincent (2015) 



HOW DO PEER PARTNERS  
SUPPORT THEIR CLASSMATE? 

Example Social Supports 
 

• Sharing jokes with the student 
• Encouraging interactions with other classmates, when 

appropriate 
• Helping the student to “fit in” by learning social norms 
• Reminding the student to use his or her communication 

book or device 
• Giving advice on personal matters 
• Offering emotional support 
• Reinforcing communication attempts 
• Talking with the student about shared interests, hobbies, or 

after-school activities  
• Inviting the student to do something together during “down 

time” in class 
• Walking with the student to the next class 

 
 
 

Source: Carter, Moss, Asmus, Fesperman, Cooney, Brock, Lyons, Huber, & Vincent (2015) 



Source: Carter, Moss, Asmus, Fesperman, Cooney, Brock, Lyons, Huber, & Vincent (2015)



Source: Carter, Moss, Asmus, Fesperman, Cooney, Brock, Lyons, Huber, & Vincent (2015)



Source: Carter, Cushing, & Kennedy (2009)



Source: Carter, Cushing, & Kennedy (2009)



Source: Carter, Moss, Asmus, Fesperman, Cooney, Brock, Lyons, Huber, & Vincent (2015)





Source: Carter, Cushing, & Kennedy (2009)
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